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Preface

It is the principal intention of these two volumes to help prepare the
ground for a sincere and thoroughgoing dialogue between Christians and
Muslims. Subsequent to the exposition and discussion of central aspects
of Islamic faith in volume 1, Christian theologians and philosophers are
now asked to explain central aspects of their Christian faith and discuss
them in the presence of scholars of Islamic studies with all the other
participants in the symposium. Basic commonalities and differences can
be observed in the riches of both traditions. And it seems to be advisable
neither to minimize nor to gloss over the differences by means of abstract
formulas. Nor should we try to construct a new Islam or a new Christianity
in an artificial attempt to reconcile the two traditions.

We should never tire of promoting the spirit of dialogue between Chris-
tian and Muslim believers, let personal friendship overcome all hostility
and antagonism in former and present times, unmask and eliminate false
differences through critical investigation and research, and deepen our
belief in God.

Furthermore, we must develop, together with all peoples of good will,
a new spirit of joint responsibility in the face of all the many problems that
have to be solved on our way into the future — and, increasingly, they will
be soluble only by a joint effort. This goal will be attainable if we search
for a sound and stable dialogue ethos: an ethos that is built on the ethical
values of the partners in dialogue and their readiness to set out for a unity
in diversity and common goals and procedures based on the various argu-
ments that can be derived from, while remaining faithful to, the different
religious and cultural identities in which they are rooted.

Biblical reflections on the fullness of God and time, on the new creation,
and on the vocation, mission and criteria of the prophets are presented in
this second volume, together with dogmatic considerations on the ulti-
mate finality of the Christ revelation and on the Trinity as the core of Chris-
tian faith. The reader will, moreover, find religious-philosophical approaches



to the relationship between dialogue and truth, the transcendence and
immanence of the divine Word, as well as a paper that deals with the topic
‘Islam as seen by Christian theologians’. All these papers are again fol-
lowed by extensive discussion, which tries to evaluate the papers and, so
to say, digest what was said in them.

Name and source indexes as well as indexes of terms and dicta from
the Islamic tradition and a general index of subjects for both volumes help
interrelate the various topics and motifs taken up in the different contexts.

The editor wishes to express once again sincere thanks to all who have
co-operated in producing these two volumes on “Christian Faith in the
Encounter with Islam”, in particular to all speakers and participants in the
symposia and to all who have contributed to the English edition.

Andreas Bsteh, SVD

St Gabriel, March 2007





